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LARGE five-bedroom

Victorian house in one of

London’s leafiest suburbs

would once have been

every family’s idea of a
dream home. But it’s over a century
since these elegant houses, with their
ornate fireplaces and delicately
corniced ceilings were built (though
kitchens of the time were mean,
small and dark and designed only to
be used by servants) and both
fashions and lifestyles have
dramatically changed.

So when Rachel and her husband
bought their Victorian house in west
London in 2000, they refurbished it
almost immediately - shedding the
green flowered wallpaper, dark wood
panels and faux ceilings, together
with replumbing, rewiring and
installing a new roof. They also
refitted and replaced original
cornicing to bring the house back
to its former glory.

But still they felt the ground-floor
living and dining rooms were
disconnected from each other, and
there was no real interaction with the
large, lush garden.

It was not until they visited friends
a couple of years ago, and saw an
imaginative and light-flooded
extension designed by Matt Keeler of
KSKa architects, that they believed
they had finally found a solution: a
unique style of extension that
embraced their modern way of living.

‘We saw Matt’s work, then we
visited more of his properties at Open
House London weekend,” Rachel says.

‘We loved the flow of the renovated
homes, all the wood he uses, the

freshness he creates, the light and the
space. Two years on and the couple,
who now have two children, finally
have the house of their dreams, with
the addition of ‘Scandi-Noir: a
stylish, glass-walled addition to their
Victorian villa, which connects a new
open plan kitchen, and dining room
with the living room. It is wrapped in
vertical Siberian larch panels, stained
in anthracite grey.

The option of opening up the entire

extension, or having the sliding
panels closed for cosy privacy (while
allowing the flow of air) creates a
sophisticated layer of modern living.

The extension is also stylish -
opening to the large terrace, which
overlooks the garden. There are
blinds too, in PVC-coated fibreglass
(though they resemble linen), to cut
the glare, and which are operated
electronically.

Matt has re-sculpted the entire
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ground floor of the house - and
enlarged its footprint by 160sq ft - to
fulfil the family’s brief of a functional
living space that links seamlessly with
the outdoors.

Gone is the long, narrow, dark
entrance hall. Instead, when you step
inside the front door, the view is
straight out through a glass rear door,
into the garden. Internal walls have
been removed at the back of the house
so that the rear section of the double

Victorian living room is now a part of
the open plan living area linked to

the kitchen, on a lower level, by a
couple of stairs. You can still separate
the living room from the kitchen-diner
by closing a cleverly concealed 8ft
sliding wall panel.

The flooring is wide-board oak
throughout the ground floor while the
kitchen, with its Caesarstone worktops
and island, has porcelain tiles, which
are echoed in the outside tiled terrace.
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A compact utility room and guest loo
have been added at the back of the
kitchen, too.

‘We opened up the entrance foyer
and the hallway, Matt explains. ‘It’s all
about connection, space and
flexibility. The way it was, the kitchen
had felt very cut off from the garden.

The ‘ta-dah’ moment, however, is
when you move from the kitchen into
the dining room and the doors to the
Scandi-Noir box extension are open. It
is almost like dining al fresco.

The ceiling here also adds drama -
shaped like a truncated pyramid with
an irregularly shaped skylight. Below
it a large, softly shimmering gold light
fitting from Artemide drops like the
whorl of a 3D fingerprint down
towards the dining room table. For
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Open door: Rachel once toured Open House weekends, now her beautiful home is part of the event
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Rachel and her family, Matt and the
Scandi-Noir extension have changed
the way they live, and the way they
use their large family home. ‘Twas a
little nervous at the start of the
planning, Rachel says. ‘I dithered a
little about making decisions. But this
extension has gone way beyond any
of our expectations. The house now
has a wonderful flow, and it’s full of
light. It’s everything I wanted. Actually
it’s even more than I wanted.

B You can tour Scandi-Noir this
Sunday. This is the 15th consecutive
year KSKa has had projects selected

for Open House weekend, which

showcases the best of London’s
buildings. This year’s Open House
London is on September 22-23
openhouselondon.org.uk; kska.co.uk

Bigger
footprint: The
entire ground
floor, above
and top, was
resculpted and
is now 160sq ft
larger

Great
connection:
The Siberian
larch panels
have
opened up
the home
from all
angles, and
far left
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