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WE’RE ON TO
THE WINNERS!
The very best in
affordable housing and it’s official
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PROPERTY SUPPLEMENT OF THE YEAR

Step in to
the capital’s
most stylish
homes....
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Green day: The extension
takes full advantage of
the garden views

O P E N - D O O R P O L I C Y. . .
Open House London (September 17 and 18) showcases thousands of homes across the
capital. Here are just a few of the houses throwing open their doors this weekend...

our windows on to

the world

Wistaston Cottage, Medfield Street, Roehampton
(Simon Gill Architects)
This clever timber extension is clad in Siberian larch and
the curved splay incorporates traditional boat-building
techniques. The extension features a living/dining space
and a bedroom suite at the first-floor level.

This Ealing house conversion has opened a family
up to a whole new way of living, says Jo Knowsley

A

T first glance, Sue
and Peter Best’s
four-bedroom home in
Ealing resembles any
other Edwardian,
semi-detached family property.
But behind closed doors, it has a
surprising secret – a magical 22sq m
glass-roofed extension that wraps
around the back of the house
and transforms insideoutside family living with
a vista of garden,
terrace and sky.
Zinc-clad, sliding,
picture-frame doors
offer direct access
from the kitchen and
dining room onto a
new cedar deck, with
elegant stairs leading
down to the sloping
garden (incorporating
some unexpected stored
bicycles and recycling bins
underneath).
The move has not only rejuvenated
the house but also completely

changed the way the family lives.
‘It’s become the hub of the home,’
says Peter, 55, an IT consultant. ‘We
could never have imagined how
much it would improve the quality
of our lives.’
Peter and his wife Sue bought the
house in 1995 when their son Sam,
now 23, was four and Tom, now 19,
was still on the way.
But the old family home
no longer fitted in with
the family’s new
demands for modernday living. ‘We had
thought of moving
as the house was
tired and had
a big disconnect
with the garden,’
adds Peter.
‘There was an
existing 1960s extension –
a sort of annexe – and we
added a loft conversion in 2004.
‘But we didn’t use the garden as
much as we should. It’s 120ft long
and slopes down to the back, where

we have a garden office. The days
of the kids kicking a football around
in it were over, and we just wanted
a change.’
The Bests considered moving,
but calculated this would cost
about £80,000. Then they saw a
neighbour’s renovation, the work of
KSKa architects, and decided to
consult them to rejuvenate their
home. The results, they say, were
astonishing.
The ground floor of their property
now has engineered wood floors
throughout the older part, with
ceramic tiles in the kitchen and the
new dining-room space. There is also
underfloor heating throughout.
In the new kitchen and dining room
there are Tom Dixon glass pendants
that echo the glass theme, while
external solar insulation insures the
glass roof never becomes overheated.
As a result, it’s not surprising to
learn that Sam and Tom are now
keen to spend more time at home –
and bring friends over for drinks on
the back deck. Or, as Peter puts it

wryly: ‘One of the unexpected
consequences is the rapidity with
which food now disappears from the
fridge. The back of the house is now
a cool space and everyone
wants to be in it.’
For Sue, a surprising
delight is watching
the weather create
changes to
the indoor
environment. ‘I
even love it when it
rains,’ she says.
‘You see all the
reflections on the
wall. It’s a constantly
changing canvas.
‘I insisted we did not put any
pictures up as that would
have distracted from the drama of
the space.’
In the end, the refurbishment cost
about £160k – slightly over the
Best’s original budget. But Peter
certainly believes it has been money
well spent. ‘It has added to the
house’s value,’ he says. ‘But we have

absolutely no plans to sell it. We now
have exactly the home we want.’
KSKa architects – set up by
Matthew Keeler in 1994 – has a
mission statement that says
they ‘don’t do ordinary’.
But their solution
for the Bests, and
for a growing
number of clients
wanting to adapt
and change their
living space, is to
seamlessly merge
older properties
with new and
contemporary
extensions.
‘It’s bringing the theatre of
light inside and out,’ explains
Matthew Keeler. ‘People see our
work at Open House and love it, but
worry about how much it costs. But
we’re not particularly expensive –
just ingenious. Solutions require
care and conversations with the
client, but the aim is always
simplicity. I call it the Gogglebox

Lounge lover: The new-build extension blends beautifully with the original house

Wow factor: The house’s dining area

Clever: The interior will never overheat, thanks to external solar insulation

effect – drawing people away from
time on the sofa to time spent
enjoying the impact of the outdoors
that now floods into their homes.
‘In this case, we did an infill
extension, blending the new build
with the existing annexe. We worked
to draw the eye out into the garden
at floor level.
‘There were challenges, as Peter
wanted to keep the old Edwardian
French doors – but we ultimately
used them in the garden to replace
the rotting wooden doors to the
office. The scale of the new sliding
doors gives the feeling of generosity.
It has the “wow” factor at several
levels. Just like in the theatre, you

don’t want people to get everything
all in one go. Grand Designs has had
a great impact on the way people
think. But most people can’t afford
to buy a plot and build.
‘You can, however, regenerate very
effectively. A few years ago people
were saying “the glass box is dead”.
It’s not. It links beautifully with
increased sustainability.
‘With more children staying at
home, designs like this serve a lot
of functions. They deliver seamless
modern living.’
n The property will feature in
Open House London.
For more information on KSKa
architects visit kska.co.uk

Tree House, Jubilee Street, Stepney (6a Architects)
This Tree House, in reclaimed timber, sits in a lush
overgrown garden with two tiny 1830s worker’s
cottages. The property winds down around the trees
to accommodate a generous bedroom and
bathroom below a eucalyptus tree.
Wimbledon House, Wimbledon
(Dominic McKenzie Architects)
This lower-ground floor extension
has created a much larger and
more usable integrated kitchen,
dining and garden room. The new
room makes the most out of the
floor-to-ceiling height and yet still
sits modestly under the existing
living-room windows. The large
strip roof lights and rear glazing
brings natural light flooding into
the space, allowing for some lovely
uninterrupted views of the garden.
A ‘secret’ mirrored door conceals
a route through from the front
wof the house.

